
REGULAR MEETING OF THE

BRIGHAM CITY COUNCIL

MARCH 5, 2009

PRESENT: Lou Ann Christensen Mayor

Bruce Christensen Councilmember

Scott Ericson Councilmember

Reese Jensen Councilmember

Ruth Jensen Councilmember

Bob Marabella Councilmember

ALSO PRESENT: Jim Buchanan Emergency Services Director

Mary Kate Christensen City Recorder

Blake Fonnesbeck Public Works Director

Paul Larsen Economic Development Director 

Bruce Leonard City Administrator

Mike Nelsen Police Lieutenant

Jason Roberts Finance Director

Paul Tittensor Police Chief

Mayor Christensen called the meeting to order. The Reverence Period was given by Councilmember

Christensen. The scouts in the audience led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Approval of Minutes: Councilmember Christensen noted that in the February 10 minutes, page 2, it refers to

the Employee Committee, it should be the Personnel Committee. On the same page it states “Mayor Pro Tem

Jensen reiterated that these are guidelines . . . the Council would be receptive to it.” He said he did not think

the Council would be receptive to it, the Council would consider it. Councilmember Reese Jensen said his

intent was that departments could make recommendations and the Council would consider their

recommendations. Councilmember Christensen said in the February 12 minutes, line 10 and 13, it refers to

sixth member form of government. It should be six member form of government.  A motion to approve the

minutes of February 19, 2009 Council and Executive Session and February 10 and 12, 2009 Work Sessions

as amended was made by Councilmember Marabella, seconded by Councilmember Ruth Jensen and carried.

Mayor Christensen presented the agenda as follows:

PRESENTATIONS

Individual Everyday Hero Award

Individual and Team Ambassador Awards

PUBLIC COMMENT

CONSENT

Re-Appointments to the Fire Prevention Bureau

Appointment to the Economic Development Board

Appointment to the Volunteers in Police Service Council

Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Resident Taking Out Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections

SCHEDULED DELEGATION

Youth Volunteer Council Annual Report and Request for Scholarship Approval

Resolution in Support of a Downtown Cultural District

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Approval of Revisions to the Fire Division Bylaws

Request for Approval of Revisions to the Ambulance Division Polices and Procedures

MAKING LIFE BETTER - DEPARTMENT REPORTS

OTHER BUSINESS

Federal Appropriations Requests (added)

CLAIMS  

Payment Register

Councilmember Reese Jensen made a motion to approve the agenda as amended.  The motion was seconded

and carried unanimously.  
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PRESENTATIONS

Individual Everyday Hero Awards

The Team Award was given to Youth Volunteer Leaders Sharon Cassidy and Sherie Holst and the Youth

Volunteer Council (YVC) for the many hours they have contributed to the community by assisting with activities

at the Heritage Arts Festival, July 4th Celebration and Peach Days. In addition, Brigham City’s booth at the Box

Elder County Fair is designed and decorated by the YVC. They washed walls, toys and clothes at the Family

Support Center and helped move and reorganize the Museum to make room for the new elevator. They

assisted with Fall cleanup, re-upholstered chairs at the Library and assisted at the Community Food Pantry.

At the Senior Center Dinner Dance they served dinner and then danced with the Seniors. They helped kids

at the Fine Arts Center make Christmas gifts for family members. They participated in the Angels for Christmas

Program by wrapping and organizing gifts for needy families; they set up Festival of Trees at the Brigham City

Depot and created and distributed flyers for the Thurl Bailey concert as well as selling tickets, ushering and

running the green room. They also made school kits for those who did not have supplies to start school, made

gift bags for emergency personnel, painted pumpkins at nursing homes, made angels for the Angels for

Christmas program, and made Valentines for the Meals on Wheels trays. Since May 2008, over 40 projects

and activities have been staffed by 602 youth volunteers donating over 1,023 man-hours. Mayor Christensen

presented Ms. Cassidy with a certificate for the YVC.

Individual Ambassador Award

The Individual Ambassador Award was given to Kurt Fertig for his courageous efforts during the recent fire at

Bott Monument. A mother and her young son lived above the business and upon his arrival at the site it was

unclear whether they were out of the building. A woman appeared in the doorway screaming that her baby was

still upstairs. Sgt. Fertig and the woman entered the apartment in an effort to rescue the child. They ran up two

flights of stairs to the third floor where they grabbed the woman’s six-year-old son who was still sleeping in his

bed. As they passed through the second floor landing, the hot smoke became black and thick and completely

blinded them and cut them off from fresh air. Sgt. Fertig kicked where he thought the door was but was unable

to find it. For several seconds Sgt. Fertig and the woman grappled in the darkness trying to find the door, and

began to suffocate in the smoke. Finally, the woman was able to locate the door and open it and escaped from

the apartment. Sgt. Fertig and the two citizens were treated at the scene for smoke inhalation. Mayor

Christensen presented Sgt. Fertig with an engraved clock.  

Team Ambassador Award

The Team Award was presented to Josh Carr, Chad Panter and Jon Stanford. On February 12, 2008 a call

of a man standing in the Brigham City Hall parking lot shooting off rounds from an assault rifle was broadcast.

Prior to this incident, Brigham City investigators working side by side with the Federal Bureau of Investigation

had been working to track down Matt Jaramillo. Matt committed an armed robbery of Money Baggs, a cash

loaning financial establishment. During this robbery, Matt had held an employee at knife point, tied the

employee and locked her in a closet. He then fled the scene taking $5,000 in stolen money. Investigators

spoke with Matt several times by cell phone. In each conversation Matt made it very clear that he had indeed

committed the robbery, was a drug addict, had nothing in life worth living for, possessed an SKS automatic rifle

and intended to return to Brigham City to have a shoot out with officers. He wanted to die at the hands of police

officers. Matt had returned to Brigham City and, believing that officers were inside the Police Department

complex, began shooting. Officers from both Brigham City Police Department and Box Elder County Sheriff’s

Office responded. Brigham Officers dismounted their patrol vehicles and during the cover of darkness they

approached. Deputy Mike London of the Sheriff’s Office drove his patrol car into the parking lot. Deputy London

gave verbal orders which Matt responded to with his rifle. Brigham Officers, seeing the disastrous situation,

revealed their positions to distract Matt. Deputy London was able to reach into his patrol vehicle for his long

rifle. Deputy London fired four rounds, three striking Matt and ending the deadly stand off. Brigham City

Officers rushed to secure Matt and provided first aid to the badly bleeding subject. Matt lived through his death

wish and faces federal criminal charges including multiple counts of robbery and assault with a deadly weapon.

Officers Carr, Panter and Stanford each received an engraved clock from the Mayor. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Councilmember Christensen said everyone looking at the national economy has concerns on the state and City

level. He has had some citizens talk to him in regards to how Brigham City is doing during these times. He

reported that according to the latest figures, Brigham City is doing fine. Even though everything is tight and the

Council and staff are watching the City’s money carefully, Brigham City is surviving well and doing much better

than other cities and states in the area. This is due to the good management of the Council and employees,

and the Mayor watching things carefully. 

CONSENT

Re-Appointments to the Fire Prevention Bureau

It was recommended Art Petersen, Jerry Peterson, Matt Romer, Mike Young and John Reese be reappointed

to the Fire Prevention Bureau.

Appointment to the Economic Development Board

Joan Hammer, Box Elder County Tourism Office, was recommended for appointment as an ex-officio member

of the Economic Development Board.

Appointment to the Volunteers in Police Service Council

It was also recommended the City Council approve Ron Papworth as a member of the Volunteers in Police

Service Council.

Request to Write-off Accounts Due to Resident Taking Out Bankruptcy or Being Sent to Collections

A list of accounts totaling $5,972.97 was presented to be removed from the City’s system due to the customer

taking out bankruptcy or being sent to collections.

MOTION:  A motion to approve the Consent Agenda was made by Councilmember

Christensen, seconded by Councilmember Ericson and unanimously carried.

SCHEDULED DELEGATION

Youth Volunteer Council Annual Report and Request for Scholarship Approval

Ms. Sharon Cassidy came forward and explained that in September 2006 the YVC received $5,900 for an

affiliation they made with the Points of Light Foundation. This has been in the State Treasurer’s Fund since

that time. At their last meeting the YVC Advisory Board suggested the money be used for scholarships for the

youth. There is currently $5,923.86 in the account. They would like to do two $200-$250 scholarships each

year until the money is gone. 

MOTION: Councilmember Christensen made a motion to approve the use of YVC money for

scholarships for the youth. The motion was seconded by Councilmember Ericson.

Councilmember Marabella declared a possible conflict of interest because two of his kids are

on the YVC. 

Councilmember Christensen - aye

Councilmember Ericson - aye

Councilmember Reese Jensen - aye

Councilmember Ruth Jensen - aye

Councilmember Marabella - abstained

The motion carried 4-0. 

Parker Mortensen and Nicole Fonnesbeck came forward and presented a slide show of the various activities

the YVC did during the year. Ms. Fonnesbeck stated that the YVC is a community-based service organization

and is open to any youth grades 9-12. There is an Executive Board consisting of 11 members. Every month

they have a meeting and at least two service projects. They have a mailing list of 115 members and

approximately 60 active members. Eighty-eight different youth have attended at least one service activity this

school year. Mr. Mortensen reported that they have participated in 44 service activities for 28 different agencies
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and Brigham City Departments and have volunteered over 1,100 hours. Ms. Fonnesbeck said since 2000, 96

youth received the President’s Service Award for at least 100 years of service within a year. Many are on track

to receive it this year. Mr. Mortensen stated that the YVC is the only community-based service group in the

area and gives the youth a chance to get involved and become part of the solution rather than the problem.

It has also been a means for many youth to receive scholarships based on their service. Ms. Fonnesbeck

expressed appreciation on behalf of the YVC for the Mayor and Council’s support of their organization.

Resolution in Support of a Downtown Cultural District

Beth Gurrister, Paul Larsen and Lori Hunsaker came to the table. Ms. Gurrister stated that this resolution

recapitulates a lot of the work the Heritage and Cultural Arts Advisory Board has been working on. She said

Brigham City’s downtown really says something about who we are, where we have been, and where we are

going. The resolution does not set up new rules because the guidelines are already in place through the zoning

ordnance and the City’s Master Plan. It identify what is wanted in terms of the City’s vision. The district area

is from 100 North to 200 South and 100 East to 100 West.

Councilmember Christensen expressed concern with the district area. He wondered why they did not include

the area from 200 South to 300 South to include the LDS Tabernacle and what is hoped will be developed on

Central Square. Ms. Gurrister explained that the Board had a hard time setting a limit on the boundaries. She

explained that this is a core area, but is not exclusive. Mr. Larsen said the resolution can be changed to include

the 300 South block if the Council desires. The resolution states the “general” boundaries are within this area.

He added that setting a cultural district does not mean that nothing can occur outside the district boundary.

MOTION: Councilmember Ericson made a motion to approve the resolution in support of the

Downtown Cultural District as presented by the Heritage and Cultural Arts Advisory Board,

seconded by Councilmember Marabella, unanimous.

NEW BUSINESS

Request for Approval of Revisions to the Fire Division Bylaws

Mr. Buchanan and Chief Art Petersen approached the Council and Mr. Buchanan explained that these bylaws

are a supplement to the City’s Policies. They have been reviewed by the City Attorney, City Administrator and

the Fire Division. 

MOTION: Councilmember Reese Jensen moved to approve the revisions to the Fire Division

bylaws as amended, seconded by Councilmember Ericson and carried.

Request for Approval of Revisions to the Ambulance Division Policies and Procedures

Chief Greg Weight joined Mr. Buchanan at the table. Mr. Buchanan said these will bring the Ambulance

Division into compliance with all City policies and also with the National Incident Management System for

FEMA. They have been approved by the Mayor, City Administrator, Human Resources and the City Attorney.

MOTION: Councilmember Christensen moved to approve the revisions to the Ambulance

Division Policies and Procedures, seconded by Councilmember Ruth Jensen and

unanimously carried. 

MAKING LIFE BETTER - DEPARTMENT REPORTS

Jim Buchanan - Mr. Buchanan reported that Sunday morning the Fire Department responded to an apartment

fire at 295 East 800 South. When they got there the apartment was full of smoke. The Police Department had

made an initial attack with their extinguisher and had put out the fire. The fire started in a common area in the

laundry room in the basement. It started in a couch that had been set out into the hall earlier that day. The heat

from the fire broke several water lines and melted off the lathe and plaster on the wall next to the couch. There

was a second fire started about 300' to the north against another door. The firemen were able to evacuate the

residents, some of them off the balcony using the new ladder truck. They did an investigation the following

morning and determined that there was nothing in the area that could have caused the fire. The Task Force

is looking into this incident to see if there are any similarities between this fire and the previous fires. There was
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no accelerant used on the couch fire. They are not sure what started the second fire. The incident is being

investigated by the State Fire Marshal and the Arson Task Force. He added that the ATF has  given the City

an additional $5,000 to put toward the two historic fires. 

Chief Tittensor - Chief Tittensor and Sgt. James Crapse gave a demonstration of the Spillman Pin Map

Program. This program is a live search of the City’s record system. The search can be done by location or date.

Sgt. Crapse did a search on all traffic violations that occurred within Brigham City in the last six months. This

allows the Chief to see where most of the traffic violations have been and instruct the officers to cover these

areas. This program allows the Police Department the opportunity to do pro-active enforcement. 

Chief Tittensor reported on a tasing incident. Two officers stopped a young man about 2:00 a.m. and he had

warrants against him so he ran from them over a fence. The two officers went over the fence after him and

tased him and he went down. 

OTHER BUSINESS

Federal Appropriations Requests (FARs)

Mr. Leonard reported on two projects he has submitted for federal appropriations. One is a culinary water line

from 600 South and 800 West through the Christensen Property to 1200 West and north to 600 North. This

would be a loop line for the City’s system and would provide redundancy for Procter and Gamble and future

development on the Christensen Property. This is a $1.5 million project and would be a 45% match. 

The other project is to finish the West Forest Trail to the Bird Refuge. This project would be approximately

$700,000 and it would be a 20% match. 

CLAIMS

Payment Register

Councilmember Marabella moved to approve General Claims dated February 25, 2009 in the amount of

$288,988.08; for February 26, $221,911.62; March 4, $245,159.78. The motion was seconded and carried.

A motion to adjourn to an Executive Session to discuss the purchase, exchange or lease of property was made

by Councilmember Marabella. A roll call vote was taken in which all councilmembers voted aye. The Council

adjourned to a closed session at 8:16 p.m. The Council returned to an open meeting at 8:54 p.m. and

adjourned. 
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